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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-23 are pending in this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,3-10, 17, 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jammes et a! (USP 6484149). 

As to claim 1 ,Jammes teaches the claimed limitation 

"creating a database-structured query" as (col. 22, lines 10-25); 

"determining a web domain address on the network from which to extract the 
data, the web domain address having content" as (col. 22, lines 22-45). 

Jammes fails to teach the claimed limitation "extracting data from the determined 
web domain address based on the database-structured query". However, Jammes 
teaches that the query to extract product data is communicated to the product 
information database in the same manner as the query to extract group data. 
Thus, in a next step 520, the lnitial_Event_Handler makes a post request 314 by 
calling the Send Message routine and passing to it, as a parameter, the 
generated query in name/value pair format, as well as a parameter indicating 
that the message type is Tost.' The Send_Message routine then formats the 
message in HTTP format, including a URL in the message which identifies both 
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the Web server 106 and an ISAPI query application 354. Next, the Send_l\/lessage 
routine transmits the message via the World Wide Web 104 to the Web server 106. 
The Parse_HTTP routine 350 of the Web server 106 recognizes the reference to 
the ISAPI query application 354 embedded in the message, launches the ISAPI 
query application 354, and passes to the ISAPI query application 354 the query 
in name/value pair format. This information shows that the data is stored in a URL (col. 
22, lines 10-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Jammes' s teaching of the query to extract product 
data is communicated to the product infomnation database in the same manner as the 
query to extract group data. Thus, in a next step 520, the lnitial_Event_Handler makes 
a post request 314 by calling the Send Message routine and passing to it, as a 
parameter, the generated query in name/value pair format, as well as a parameter 
indicating that the message type is Tost.' The Send_Message routine then formats 
the message in HTTP format, including a URL in the message which identifies both 
the Web server 106 and an ISAPI query application 354. Next, the Send_Message 
routine transmits the message via the World Wide Web 104 to the Web server 106. 
The Parse_HTTP routine 350 of the Web server 106 recognizes the reference to 
the ISAPI query application 354 embedded in the message, launches the ISAPI 
query application 354, and passes to the ISAPI query application 354 the query 
in name/value pair format in order to return a correct result corresponding to user's 
query. 
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As to claim 3, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "the web domain address, 
includes at least one universal resource locator (URL)" as (col. 45, lines 55-65). 

As to claim 4, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "following links contained 
within the web domain until the links have been exhausted or following the links, until a 
predetermined limit is reached" as (col. 45, lines 55-67; col. 46, lines 1-15). 

As to claims 5 and 19, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "wherein creating 
the database-structured query, further comprises, creating a regular expression within 
the database-structured query used to determine the data to extract" as (col. 22, lines 
10-30). 

As to claims 6 and 20, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "matching a 
plurality of patterns contained within the regular expression to the content to determine 
the data to extract" as (col. 26, lines 40-50; col. 22, lines 10-30). 

As to claim 7, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "creating a conditional 
expression within the database-structured query describing how to scan the content for 
the data to extract" as (col. 22, lines 10-30). 

As to claim 8, Jammes teaches the claimed limitations: 
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"retrieving content from the web domain address" as (coL 18, lines 20-45). 
"reducing the retrieved content to a region of interest" as (col. 22, lines 22-45); 
"searching the region of interest for the data matching a predetermined regular 
expression" as (col. 26, lines 25-50). 

As to claim 9, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "storing the data matching 
the predetermined regular expression" as (col. 26, lines 25-50). 

As to claim 10, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "reshaping the stored data 
by arranging the stored data for at least one data analysis software program" as (col. 
33, lines 15-50). 

As to claim 17, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "a client computer system 
having a client network connection to the network and communicating with a server 
computer system, the client creating a database-structured query" as (col. 9, lines 1-20); 
" the server computer system having a server network connection to the network and 
communicating with the client computer system" as (fig. 1. col. 9, lines 1-20). 

Jammes fails to teach the claimed limitation " the server determining a web 
domain address from which to extract the data from based on the database-structured 
query". However, Jammes teaches that the query to extract product data is 
communicated to the product information database in the same manner as the query to 
extract group data. Thus, in a next step 520, the lnitiaLEvent_Handler makes a post 
request 314 by calling the Send Message routine and passing to it, as a parameter, the 
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generated query in name/value pair format, as well as a parameter indicating that the 
message type is 'Post/ The Send_Message routine then formats the message in 
HTTP format, Including a URL in the message which identifies both the Web server 
106 and an ISAPI query application 354. Next, the Send_Message routine transmits 
the message via the World Wide Web 104 to the Web server 106. The Parse_HTTP 
routine 350 of the Web server 106 recognizes the reference to the ISAPI query 
application 354 embedded in the message, launches the ISAPI query application 354, 
and passes to the ISAPI query application 354 the query In name/value pair format in 
order to return a correct result corresponding to user's query. 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Jammes' s teaching of the query to extract product 
data is communicated to the product information database in the same manner as the 
query to extract group data. Thus, in a next step 520, the lnitial_Event_Handler makes 
a post request 314 by calling the Send Message routine and passing to it, as a 
parameter, the generated query in name/value pair format, as well as a parameter 
indicating that the message type is Tost.' The Send_Message routine then formats 
the message in HTTP format, including a URL in the message which identifies both 
the Web server 106 and an ISAPI query application 354. Next, the Send_Message 
routine transmits the message via the World Wide Web 104 to the Web server 106. 
The Parse_HTTP routine 350 of the Web server 1 06 recognizes the reference to 
the ISAPI query application 354 embedded in the message, launches the ISAPI 
query application 354, and passes to the ISAPI query application 354 the query 
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in name/value pair format in order to return a correct result corresponding to user's 
query. 

As to claim 21 , Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "an editor for creating a 
template of regular expressions used to extract the data" as (abstract, col. 43, lines 55- 
60). 

4. Claims 2 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jammes et al (USP 6484149) in view of Perkowski (USP 6064979). 

As to claims 2 and 18, Jammes discloses the claimed limitation subject matter in 
claim 1 , except the claimed limitation "creating the database-structured query, further 
comprises, including a network address within the database-structured query indicating 
a starting point". However, Perkowski teaches that block C in FIG. 4A, the Client 
System C.sub.a receives the URL. sub. i from the IPSD Server. Then, in response to a 
URL selection query based on the content of information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 
and displayed on the screen of the Client System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a 
requests the IPSI Server, identified by the user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the 
product or service information located by the registered URL.sub.i (col. 14, lines 50— 
55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Perkowskl's teaching of block C in FIG. 4A, the Client 
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System C.sub.a receives the URL.sub.i from the IPSD Server. Then, in response to a 
URL selection query based on the content of information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 
and displayed on the screen of the Client System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a 
requests the IPSI Server, identified by the user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the 
product or service infomnation located by the registered URL.sub.i to Jammes's system 
in order to save time searching web pages. 

5. Claims 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jammes et al (USP 6484149) in view of Perkowski (USP 6064979). 
As to claim 1 1 , Jammes teaches the claimed limitations: 
"locating the content based on the web domain address" as (col. 18, lines 20- 

45); 

"extracting: data based on the database-structured query from the located 
content" as (col. 22, lines 10-55). 

Jammes fails to teach the claimed limitation "creating a database-structured query 
including a web domain address used for locating content". However, Perkowski 
teaches that block C in FIG. 4A, the Client System C.sub.a receives the URL.sub.i from 
the IPSD Server. Then, in response to a URL selection query based on the content of 
information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 and displayed on the screen of the Client 
System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a requests the IPSI Server, identified by the 
user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the product or service information located by the 
registered URL.sub.i (col. 14, lines 50—55). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Perkowski's teaching of block C in FIG. 4A, the Client 
System C.sub.a receives the URL.sub.l from the IPSO Server. Then, in response to a 
URL selection query based on the content of information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 
and displayed on the screen of the Client System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a 
requests the IPSI Server, identified by the user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the 
product or service information located by the registered URL.sub.i to Jammes's system 
in order to save time searching web pages. 

As to claim 12, Jammes fails to teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
databasestructured query, further comprises, a network address included within the 
databasestructured query indicating a starting point". However, Perkowski teaches 
that block C in FIG. 4A, the Client System C.sub.a receives the URL.sub.i from the 
IPSD Server. Then, in response to a URL selection query based on the content of 
information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 and displayed on the screen of the Client 
System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a requests the IPSI Server, identified by the 
user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the product or service information located by the 
registered URL.sub.i (col. 14, lines 50—55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Perkowski's teaching of block C in FIG. 4A, the Client 
System C.sub.a receives the URL.sub.i from the IPSD Server. Then, in response to a 
URL selection query based on the content of information subfields shown in FIG. 2A2 
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and displayed on the screen of the Client System C.sub.a, the client system C.sub.a 
requests the IPS! Server, identified by the user selected URL.sub.i, to provide the 
product or service information located by the registered URL.sub.i to Jammes's system 
in order to save time searching web pages and save cost for searching. 

As to claim 13, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the network 
address, further comprises at least one universal resource locator (URL)" as (col. 7, 
lines 35-40). 

As to claim 14, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the web domain 
address, further comprises, links contained within the web domain to be followed until 
the links have been exhausted or until a predetermined limit is reached" as (fig. 18). 

As to claim 15, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation "a regular expression 
within the database-structured query used to determine the data to extract" as (col. 22, 
lines 10-25). 

As to claim 16, Jammes teaches the claimed limitation " wherein the regular 
expression within the database-structured query, further comprises, a plurality of 
patterns used to detemiine the data to extract from the web domain address having 
content" as (col. 26, lines 40-50; col. 22, lines 10-30). 
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6. Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Jammes et a! (USP 6484149) in view of Mills (USP 6466940). 

As to claim 22, Jammes disclose the claimed limitation subject matter in claim 

17, except the claimed limitation "at least one data extraction engine to extract the data. 
, wherein the data extraction engine is a web crawler However, Mills teaches that the 
web crawler decides that the URL matches it's selection criteria because the URL 
contains the suffix .html. The web crawler then successfully retrieves the document by 

extracting from the URL the address of the computer hosting the document (col. 19, 

lines 35-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Mills's teaching of the web crawler decides that the 
URL matches it's selection criteria because the URL contains the suffix .html. The web 
crawler then successfully retrieves the document by extracting from the URL the 
address of the computer hosting the document to Jammes's system in order to 
eliminate returning irrelevant webpages to a user. 

As to claim 23, Jammes disclose the claimed limitation subject matter in claim 
22, except the claimed limitation "the data extraction engine is a web crawler". 
However, Mills teaches web crawler (col. 19, lines 35-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Mills's teaching of the web crawler to Jammes's 
system in order to eliminate returning irrelevant webpages to a user. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Bowen et al (USP 6094649). 

Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cam-Y Truong whose telephone number is (703-605- 
1 169). The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu, can be reached on (703-305-4393). The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)-746-7239 (formal 
communications intended for entry), or: (703)-746-7240 (informal communication 
labeled PROPOSED or DRAFT). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703-305- 
3900). 

Cam-Y Truong 

A/ci/n-i jfe^M.CORRIELUS 
^'^'^"^ PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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